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CHAPTER I

after picked big way for
Jl not nore titan ten A few

minutes before shadow a ss
of any kind would have caused him to
hesitate and would have restrakKsd Mm

from formulatinc hte doobts Now
be was not hi the toast astonished to
Had the door unlocked when tee turned
tile knob IxxocaUy It was far more
natural to ftad tb earden unlocked
thaw house door The gate wo W

n obetaete to the burg-
lars One of them could e tty have
scaled the wall and unlatched it from
within The house door however was-
a formidable barrier hardly
likchr that it had been left unlocked for
the night Here indeed was a mys
tery Not even the possibility of being
taken for a burglar and of being
received as one restrained him now

For all that when he heard the tap
pine of his heels in the hall he stopped
Jnvohnttarily He searched his DOCketS
for a match and found none Then be
took out his revolver and groped on
KuMUatr himself only by sliding his op R
Lund alone the cold clammy wall Sud-
denly his hand shot out into space He
thrust forward gee foot then the other
and struck on object which forth a
sound dhYerent from that of his

heeta Stooping low he fumbled
about m the dark and felt a step and a
strip of carpet the velvet touch of
which seemed agreeable after the damp
wall He straightened hlmnclf aad
reached for the balustrade The wood
creaked

Wuhout considering what be did

JMact story instead of first exploring the
ground floor He counted twelve steps
came to a little landing and felt the
walL everywhere his met the
same smooth unbroken surface
continued upward and Daunted eleven
steps be pawed the air
This was the top of the staircase then
Now came the task of guiding himself
and above all of making his presence
known

The innteta slept more than well
apparently no one heard his steps The
staircase had groaned and creaked
twenty times bat BO one had called out
to him Despite all his care the house
door had audibly on its hinges
when he closed it Perhaps a vigilant
eye was watching him from behind
some curtain Perhaps a linger was
held In instant readiness to press a
trigger Realizing his danger he felt
nevertheless that after all his only I

risk was a bullet In order not to
frighten a possible watcher he called
outIs anyone there

No answer He repeated We ques-
tion In a louder lee2s anyone therea few seconds he netted Dontbe afraid

No answer
They do sleep hero That makes it

all the harder iw me I have BO desire
neck simply to gratify a whim

He thought a while Then at the top
of his lungs he bellowedpea The police

He could not restrain a smite How
did he happen to think of calling po-
lice Victor Barton constantly
gaged to saying the police department
for its blunders was now invoking

his intense amusement The
ponce and now he laughed outright
rarely wasted a thought on him nor on
burglars for that matter At that hour
two drowsy officers with their helmets
tipped back and their bands in their
pockets were discussing in the middle-
of a nearby street the various cooks
and of their acquaintance In a
shed farther on policemen mem
hers of tn mounted squad had tied
their horses and were playing a game
with the greasiest pack of cards that
all Penis could The police
He himself into a sleepless
guardian of the public peace He i

himself with the men who were
employed to maintain law and order
What aa article he would write toi
morrow H chuckled as he thought
hoW he would expose their stupid

He a mere newspaper re
teach them their

Naturally a shrieking headline would
top the

But that magic word police
not even echoed by the walls Not
murmur disturbed the majesty ef that
silence At fist he thought the trick
was too obvious to deceive any listener
But gradually be regained his assur-
ance

His eyes were growing accustomed to
the doom He began to dtettnfntteh

saw a vague glimmer By tilting his
head he discovered that this glimmer
vas reflected by the floor He walked
toward it and found that it was a win-
dow The moonlight filtered through
the closed shutters Through the slats
he caught a glimpse of the garden
Farther out he saw a dark strio which
was probably the boulevard He

tarried to drink in the charm of
the moonlit and of the sky studded
with stars Nothing dashed more with
his hot temperament and his fighting
spirit than this silence He bad en
tered this bouse to find out something
and find out he would

He around in semicircle
groping his way along the wall He
came to a door pulled the knob toward
Mm witb all his strength to prevent
anyone from opening it within and literafly yelled

For Gods sake dont fire and dontbe afraid
He taunted three and receiving no

answer opened the door In-
stead of meeting with resistance as heexpected prone so sudden was
his entry a wild effort to clutchsomething lead save himself he knockedover a chair

This time they will hear me hethought
But when the noise had died away

not a voice broke the silence not amurmur rot a whisper
The burglars were wiser than I am

he thought The is empty andthey knew They tusk their time
and did not even trouble themselves
about locking the after them No
wonder I got in so easily

His hand fen on an electric switchHe turned H A brilliant light floodeda large room When his surprieed andblinking eyes after a second accus
tomed themselves to the glare beheld a spectacle so unexpected so

that be felt hair stand on endHe gasped and gave a horrified cry
The room was hi the wildest disorderFrom an open closet plies of linen hadthrown out on the Towelhad been torn into strips now stainedwith blood and strewn about Drawershad been pulled out and the papers they

contrived scattered On the wall near
hand and bloody fingers The mirrorover tHe mantel was cracked Bits of
broken shimmered on the floor
The dressing table was littered withbloody tags A wash basin hadand the dirty red water-
it contained had spattered the marble-
A e uTipted towel was dyed with the
stare water Everything had been
ransarVed was red Thecart tri like wet sand on an ocen
beech arid crunched beneath the foot

On a bed his arms crossed his angers
the of a broken

the harp edges of which had rut into
flesh of Ms hand an old man

his ttroat slashed from his left ear to
his c ct From the frightful gaping
wcurs a wav of Uaofe lad anti

the pillow the bed sheets the cw
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seemed horn race a slaughter
than a bed kindAH this Victor Barton saw at aglance Such was his terror that be

had to lean against a wall He sum-
moned all his strength and courage roprevent from fleeing A warm
Whiff struck his face He shuddered
He was bathed in an icy perspiration

I A natural curiosity and perhaps his
I vocation had accustomed him to scenes
of violence but never hi all his life
had he suffered such agony Until now
he had always knoWA more or less what
see because the police or his editorhad told him For the first time hefaced death unexpectedly aad what adeath

He shook himself The broken mirror
reflected his face He was pale HIslips were half in fright On hissweating forehead he saw a streak ofat the right temple

Forgetting the fall that followed hisentrance he thought at first that themirror streaked with blood He
moved his head The streak moved
alsoFear seized him not merely fear of
death of this sttenee of the murder

of madness suddenly
I He staggered toward the mantel
stared at his haggard face In a flash
he recalled the wound be had received

stanched the blood trickling down his
I cheek and on his cut wasa mere scratch not more than an inch
long from which blood had flowedfreely At that instant he had been
in the room more
ute he thought of the corpse
out on the bed of the hideous gash
that furrowed the throat of the terribleface with its upwardly projecting chintad Ms neck extended anew for theknife as it were He turned to thebed grinding pieces of glass under hisfeet and bent over the dead man

There was unmistakable fright in the
dead face The eyes still bright
with extraordinary fixity Bartoncaught a blurred reflection of himself-
In their glassy depths The man was
dead stone dead His heart had ceased-
to beat his ears no longer heard thelast cry of pain and terror had es
caped his lips his body still
had responded to Its last caress his
throat had rattled and death had come

Suddenly another picture presented
itself to picture of the trio
in the Boulevard Lannes Again hesaw the short man with the blue bun
die the man with his atvelk reye and heavy Jaw and the girl with
the red h ir

The tragedy was terribly clear to him
now While the woman watched the
street the men had picked the lock
of the door and climbed to the f rststory where they knew the murderedman kept hit valuables The old m
awakened from his sleep had cried out

the two had leaped upon Mm To
defend himsraf he bad selzel a bottle
struck at random and laid open th

of the taller one The struggle
had lasted f r some seconds to Judge
by the spattered watts and the over
turned furniture Finally the victim
been forced to the One of the
men had gripped him by the collar of
his the bloody marks were
still to be seen on the linen and
thrown him the bed while the
other had slit his throat with a single
stroke The room was pillaged In

baste Money Jewelry plate
were packed Then came the flight

Victor Barton surveyed the room aad
tried to imagine every detail of that
awful scene On the table were glasses
a little wine in each Their purpose
accomplished the murderers bad not
tied immediately Certain that the
would not be disturbed they had drunk
their wine Then they had washed their
hands and dried them

A sudden rage consumed the reporter
He clinched Ms fists and swore at the
cutthroats

What was he to do now Seek help
Call some one All that would fee use
less The murder was done For a
while he was buried in thought his
mind filled with the vision of the crime
Suddenly he pictured himself with the
murderers Mentally he saw them in
some dive dividing their booty finger-
ing it with red hands

He was seized with the desire to track
them and to see them no longer
triumphant and terrible as they
had sat at this table in the presence-
of this dead man but crushed livid
grimacing In court between two gen

He imagined how horrible
would ba their expression when they
were arrested with what cowardly

they would drag themselves to
th guillotine at dwn TIM law and
the executioner seemed strong and Just
to him

A sudden reversion carried him to
the other extreme The same law th
same executioner now seemed ridicu-
lous creations of society at which crim
inals laughed The police could not
even much less capture

then a criminal
was caught but by some happy
chance or through his own folly
pollen were coping not only witb stolid
brutes but with intellects with
artiste to whom crime was more a sport
than a vocation Provided be was not

of making a clumsy mistake a
criminal was bound to escape The man
who leaves nothing behind him can con
and kill In safety When the crime is
discovered the victims past is dug up
his read his friends pestered
After several months of aimless Inquiry
some poor devil who has been wrongly
charged and kept under lock and key
is mystery declared

of solution The real mur-
derers emboldened by this failure of
the ply their calling
in all probability escape again

And yet what can be more fasci-
nating than the tracking of a criminal
A clue hardly by untrained
eves may reveal a whole drama in all
its details An imprint a piece of
paper a misplaced may prove
links in a long of evidence Tc
deduce from the position of a body the
gesture of a murderer the

of the wound his trade and his
physical strength and from the hour
at the crime was committed the
habits of the murderer in ort to

fully studied facts as s naturalist re
a prehistoric animal with
a single surely is a

triumph of unexcelled by that
of any locks himself in
his laboratory for days and nights and
eventually takes his problem in the
teeth of all difficulties For all
the inventor pursues an immovable ob-
ject Sooner or if he persists
he must win

The detective on the other hand is
matching his intellect against another
His clue may be false His task all
but accomplished may suddenly become
hopeless again His life is filled with
hope with fear and

He must have the mentality of a
scientist the cunning of a hunter the
coolness of a general the patience
courage and higher that
things

That life thought Barton I should
like to taste I should like to watch
the fools who will microscopically ex
amine every square of this room
tomorrow and completely Ignore an Im

clue I want to enter the lists
show what a single man con do

without any resources whatever with-
out any information except what he bas
himself gathered I show hew
that man at the truth I
want to say to the police some day
very quietly very simply

At such an tOUr at such a place
you Will find the murderers I that
they will be there not because chance
has guided me on their track but be
cause tbev cannot nossibly be at any
ether They wW be In the place
I have indicated for the staple reason
that I have earned certain events to
happen la a certain sequence The oc-
currence of these events compels the
murderers nc n ieuAly to do or
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ding as if they had been bound and
carried there

I will take all the time that may be
accessary ray days and my nights for
weeks and months I shall know the
Joy of him who seeks and finds Com-
pared with what are the emotions
of the gambler I shall have mingled
all emotions in one Alls All but one
And that is fear the fear that cripples-
a mans strength and doubles and triples
his hours Yet is there any Joy equal-
to that of the hunter Yes The Joy
of the hutThe animal tracked by hounds crash
lag through lowhanging branches
bleeding from a hundred wounds what

tale of terror it could unsold U It
had a thinking brains The guHty

who feels that he Is discovered
nd who fears the hand of justice atvery street corner whose days are

endless and whose nights are ghastly
dreams what must his emotions be
These too are worth knowing And
then the wild ecstasy he must feel when
he has thrown his pursuers flC the scent
and he breathes freely again for a
brief space only to know that they are
once more at his heels That indeed
would ba a combat a struggle of maa
against man a war with all
the peril and the trickery of war Iv-
ery instinct of the wild beast that man
will know above all the Instinct that
pits beast against beast In that great
primal strangle in which only the crafty

nd strong survive
Here was problem then he

thought Shall I a seeker of new sea
sauone be the hunter of his prey
Shall I be the detective or the criminal
A thousand men before me have been
amateur detectives but no one h s-
played the part of a man charged with-
a crime Therefore I choose it Doubt-
less the consciousness of my innocence
will deprive me of the Joy of real terror but on the other hand the

of pursuit shall be mine Playing
he game with an empty purse I shall

watch my opponent and read bsin his face Risking nothing JT
have nothing to lose and everything to
gain And if by good luck I am rr
rested I will write an article which for
marrowfreezing sensationalism will
make the maddest ravings of a yellow
Journal seem like the harmless babbling
of a school primer

J1 ohall be photographed In every
conceivable weeping
Banding walking sitting conversing
and gesturing For days and for weeks
wtraits of myself in all these attitudes
will appear In all the newspapers ofEurope A sensationloving public will
egard my likeness with ecstatic dread
nd comment on my murderous fea-

tures Newspaper reporters thIrstin-gor interviews will haunt me day andtight To my most casual words the
most exaggerated Importance wilt be

Criminologists will measure my
troll with elaborate instruments of pre
lskra in certain eccentricities of my
are in the peculiar position of my

mouth In the sbape of my nose they
will see unmistakable Indications of
Criminal tendencies The position ofmy eyes alone will prove my guilt with
dentine conclusiveness

Every journalistic door will be open
to me I shall dine as kings dine Ihall be able to tell without fear of de

tel how Jails are conducted how
are treated how confessions are

xtorted In a word I Will level If
eed be a powerful and a Just attack

it our most formidable Institutions
the police and the courts

An idea flashes on every man
his lifetime If I am not fame us

fter that exploit then fame Is not for
meBarton my boy from this second
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